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Hezbollah guerrillas operating out of 
Lebanon as well as Iraqi troop move-
ments. The stakes, Mr. President, are 
high and the time is short. 

If we are to return to the path of a 
peaceful settlement after the events of 
the last two weeks, we must first end 
the violence. A cessation of hostilities 
can only be accomplished if all sides 
demonstrate leadership by condemning 
the violence. I am sorely disappointed 
in Arafat and the Palestinian Author-
ity and in the fact that they have al-
lowed violence to be carried out with-
out restraint or comment. 

Preferring instead to blame the vio-
lence on what he terms Israeli provo-
cations, Arafat has refused to publicly 
and unequivocally call for an end to 
violent protests and confrontations. 
Palestinian police have failed to con-
trol mob violence. And efforts at re-es-
tablishing negotiations have been 
rebuffed. The result is despicable vio-
lence that has cost far too many inno-
cent lives. 

Rather than being unable to control 
the violence—as Chairman Arafat 
claims—his silence leaves the impres-
sion that he condones it. The on-again 
off-again cooperation with Israeli secu-
rity forces suggests that Arafat prefers 
using violence and the threat of wider 
war as a negotiating tool. Such tactics 
are cynical, dangerous and stand in 
stark contrast to the Oslo process that 
brought the region to brink of a com-
prehensive peace just two short months 
ago.

Meanwhile Prime Minister Barak has 
remained committed to negotiations 
and the Oslo Process. He took great 
risks at Camp David in July. He offered 
remarkable concessions on issues that 
go to the very core of his country’s his-
tory and identity—compromises that 
no one had considered possible before 
President Clinton convened the Camp 
David talks. 

Despite subsequent violence provo-
cations, Barak has repeated his inter-
est in restoring calm, ending the vio-
lence and returning to the negotiating 
table. When he was approached by 
President Clinton to join an emergency 
summit, he readily stated his interest 
and willingness in participating. 

And unlike Arafat, Barak has clearly 
denounced violence. He implored 
Israelis not to participate in the vio-
lence when he said, ‘‘I urge our Jewish 
citizens to refrain from attacking 
Arabs and their property under any cir-
cumstances.’’

Time is short in the Middle East, Mr. 
President. The risk of a wider regional 
conflict is very real. The first step to-
ward assuring that the situation im-
proves is a strong public statement 
from Chairman Arafat calling for an 
end to the violence. 

RETIREMENT OF SENATOR CONNIE 
MACK

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a friend and an 
outstanding public servant who is re-
tiring from the United States Senate 
this year after 18 years in public serv-
ice, Senator CONNIE MACK of Florida. 

I have had the privilege of serving 
with Senator MACK in both houses of 
Congress. And I know him as a man 
deeply committed to the finest ideals 
of public service, as well as the beliefs 
he so passionately holds. 

Perhaps no one believes more fer-
vently in the inherent potential of each 
and every individual than Senator 
MACK. For him, it is not government 
that creates wealth or success or per-
sonal fulfillment. It is the American 
people. To give people opportunity—to 
give them the skills they need to com-
pete and reach their greatest poten-
tial—is for Senator MACK perhaps the 
greatest end that government can 
serve.

I have also known Senator MACK as a 
staunch proponent of fiscal responsi-
bility, back to the days when it often 
seemed that talk of balanced budgets 
was only slightly more fashionable 
than actually balancing the budget. I 
have to believe he must share my sense 
of wonder as to how far we’ve come, 
and it is thanks in no small part to the 
efforts of Senator MACK and those like 
him who have fought for years to make 
the current surpluses a reality. 

Senator MACK has been a strong 
voice for the Sunshine State in the 
United States Senate. Most recently, 
his tireless efforts in helping to shep-
herd through the Senate the historic 
Everglades restoration plan, the Re-
storing the Everglades, an American 
Legacy Act, leaves a positive and last-
ing mark on Florida and one of our na-
tion’s true natural treasures that will 
be appreciated for generations to come. 

One could argue, however, that Sen-
ator MACK has pursued no other goal 
with a higher degree of dogged deter-
mination than increasing our federal 
investment in medical research. He 
rightly sees this issue as a matter of 
national importance, knowing no polit-
ical, social, financial, or racial bound-
aries.

He recognizes that disease touches 
every American family. Certainly, it 
has had a profound impact on his own 
family, including his wife, daughter, 
brother, and both parents—as well as 
affecting his own life. 

Characteristically, Senator MACK
and his wife, Priscilla, who is a coura-
geous breast cancer survivor, met these 
challenges first with courage and dig-
nity, and then with an unyielding de-
termination to do something about 
them.

Both have been extremely active in 
spreading the word on the importance 
of early detection. As co-Chair of the 
bipartisan Senate Cancer Coalition, 

Senator MACK has provided out-
standing leadership on matters relat-
ing to our fight against cancer, and in 
particular I have been honored to work 
with Senator MACK on providing great-
er funding for breast cancer research. 

The depth of Senator MACK’s concern 
when it comes to this dread disease 
cannot truly be measured. Certainly, 
having worked on this issue through-
out my tenure in Congress, I was hon-
ored and thankful for Senator MACK’s
participation in a breast cancer hear-
ing, or ‘‘breast cancer summit’’, we 
convened in 1996, but I was not sur-
prised that he would be there to con-
tribute his wisdom and his support. 

From that summit came legislation 
to establish a national data bank of in-
formation on clinical trials involving 
experimental treatments for serious or 
life-threatening diseases. It also man-
dated that a toll-free number be insti-
tuted for patients, doctors and others 
to access this information. 

Senator MACK has literally been in-
strumental in securing increased fund-
ing for medical research in general, 
and indeed for the fiscal year 2000 
fought for the inclusion of a $2.3 billion 
increase for the National Institutes of 
Health. And he has rightfully called for 
funding to NIH to be doubled from 
$12.75 billion to over $25 billion over 
the next five years. 

Finally, Mr. President, to quote a 
piece from the St. Petersburg Times 
from last year, ‘‘the Senate will lose 
one of its nicest members.’’ And that is 
absolutely true. Senator MACK has
strongly held beliefs on the issues, let 
there be no doubt. 

But he has always understood the 
fine but certain distinction between 
disagreeing and being disagreeable. He 
has been a credit to the Senate, to 
Florida, to the nation, and to his fam-
ily. I wish him well as he returns to his 
beloved state and embarks on a new 
chapter in his life—one that I hope will 
be filled with happiness and good 
health for him and his wife, Priscilla. 
He will be missed by all those fortu-
nate enough to have worked with him. 

f 

CONSIDERATION OF IMMIGRATION 
MATTERS

Mr. LEAHY. I would like to com-
mend Senator REED for allowing us to 
proceed on several important immigra-
tion matters even though the Repub-
lican majority has refused to act on his 
compelling legislation to do justice for 
Liberians. Senator REED has been a 
persistent advocate for the Liberian 
nationals who have fled the strife in 
their nation for the United States. He 
has recognized that the U.S. has a spe-
cial relationship with Liberia’s citizens 
and has sought to respect and enhance 
that relationship. But his efforts have 
been resisted by the majority, which 
has consistently denied his requests to 
take up his bipartisan bill, which 
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